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AGRICULTURE. 

NEBRASKA. 

Hon. WrLLI.A.M R. MERRIAM, . 

JJfrector of the Oensus. 
Sm: I have the honor to transmit herewith, for publi­

cation ill bulletin form, the statistics of agriculture for the 
state of Nebraska, taken· in accordance with the provisions 
of section 7 of the act of March 3, 1899. This section 
requires that-. 

The schedules relating to agriculture shall comprehend the fol­
lowing topics: Name of occupant of each farm, color of occ11pant, 
tenure, acreage, value of farm and improvements, am·eag!l of dif­
ferent produ{)ts, quani.ity and value of product8, and u11mber and 
1•1tlue of live stoc!c. All questions as to quantity and. value of 
crops shall relate to t.he year ending December thirty-Jirst next 
preceding the enumeration. 

A ''farm," as defined by the .Twelfth Census, includes 
all the fancl, under one management, used for raising crops 
and pasturing live stoek, with the wood lots, swamps, 
meadows, etc., conneeted therewith. It includes also i;he 
house in which the farmel' l'esides, and all other buildings i 
used by him in conneotiO'n ·1,dth his farming operatious. 

'.l'lrn farms of Nebraska, June 1, 1900, numbered 
121,525, and were valued at $577,660,020. Of this amount 

· $fll,054,120, or 15.8 per cent, represents the value of 
buildings, and $486, 601i, 900, or 84. 2 per cent, the value 
of land and improvements other than buildings. On the 
same date the value of farm implements and macl1inery was 
$2·!,940,450, and that of live stock, $145,349,587. 'l'hese 
values, added to that of farms, give $747,950,057, the 
'' t?tttl value of farm property." 

The products derived from domestic animals, poultry, and 
bees, inclurling animals sold and animals slaughtered on 
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farms, are refened to in this bulletin as "animal products." 
'l'he total value of such products, together with the value 
of all crops, is termed "total value of farm' products." 
This value for 1899 was $162,696,386, of which ~mount 
$70,227,0GO, or 43.2 per cent, represents the value of ani­
mal products, and $92,469,326, or 56.8 per cent, the value 
of crops, including fotestproducts cut or produced on farms. 
The total value of farm products for 1899 exoeeds that 
reported for 1889 by $95,Si\8, 769, or 143. 4 per cent. 

The;, gross farm income" is obtn.ined by deducting from 
the total vaine of farm products the value of the products fed 
to live stoek on the farms of the producers. In 1899 the 
reportHd value of products fed was $38,025,530, leaving 
$124,670,856 as the gross farm income. The percentage 
which this lattm· an1otrnt is of the "total value of farm 
property" is termed the "percentage of gro8s income upon 
investment." For Nebraska in 1899 it w~1s JG.7 per cent. 

As no reports of expenditures for taxes, inten~Ht, insur­
ance, .feed for stock, and similar· items have l>een obtained 
by any census, no statement of net farm iueome can be 
given. 

The statisties presented .in this bulletin will he treated 
fn greater detail in the report on agriculture ill the U nite,d 
States. The present publication is designed to present'~ 
summarized advance sti1tement for Nebraska. 

Very respectfully, 

Ohief 8tatV..ticianfor Agricultwre. 



AGRICULTURE IN NEBRASKA. 

GENERAL STATISTICS. 

Nebraska has a total land area of 7 6, 840 square miles, 
or 49, I 77 ,600 acres, of which 29,911, 779 acres, or 60.8 
per cent, are included in fa1·ms. 

The snrfooo of Nebraska is a high, gently rolling prairie, 
which breaks into a few hills in the extreme west. The 
general slope of the state is toward the southeast, where 
the elevation above the waters of the Gulf of Mexico is 
about nine hundred feet. From this portion of the state 
the ascent is very gradual, l1oth to the north, along the 
Missouri, and to the west to the foothills of the Rocky 
Mountains. The elevation of the entire western boundary 
of the state is about fom thousand feet. The highest 
point, which is Scotts Bluff, is located a little south of 
where the North Platte River enters the state, and has an 
elevation of 6, 000 feet. 

The soil, which is very fertile, mellow, and easily tilled, 
consists of fine sand, mixed with clay and vegetable mold 
of copsiderable depth and unusual richness. In the three 
t,iers of counties along the Missouri River, which forms a 
boundary for nearly five hundred miles, the glacial drift is 
found to some extent. 

Nebraska is preeminently an agricultural state. The 
fertility of the soil is greatest in the eastern and west­
central sections of the state, while the Bad Lands, located 
in the uorthwestei·n part, ancl traversed by the forks of 
the Cheyenne and vVhite rivrws, are not entirely barren. 
Since the soil throughout the state eontains all the ele­
ments essential to agriculture, it requires comparatively 
little :fertilizing. 

NUMBlm AND SIZE OF FARMS. 

rrable I gives, by decades since 1860, the number of 
farms, the total and average acreage, and the per cent of 
farm land improved. 

TAJ3I,E 1.-FARM:S AND FARivI ACREAGE: 18!l0 'rO moo. 

1 NUMBER Oll~ ACR.li:S IN !•'ARMS. 
l'er cent 

Y.lilAR. 
Number i --1---c~;:l~----·---- of f1trm 
or iarms. hmdim-

Total. Improved.

1 

prov~u. Average. proverl. 

--------- ---- --- - ""--- ·---·- -·- ~--~--

moo _________ 121,525 29, 911, 779 18, 432, 595 11, 479, 18'1 246.1 61.6 
1890--------- 113, 608 21,593,4<1'1 11~. 2<17, 70516, 345, 7:!!! i 190.1 70.G 1880 _________ 6:l, 387 u, 944,82li o, 504, 702 -1, HO, 124 . 156.9 55. 3 J.S70 _________ 12, 801 2,073,781 647,031 1,42~. 750 I ltlS.G 31.2 
1860--------- 2,789 681,211 118, 789 512, 425 22ti.3 18.8 

I 

'.rhe number and al'ea of farms has increased mpidly 
since 1860, the rates of increase since 1890 being 7.o per 

cent and 38.5 per cent, respect.ively. The estalilish­
ment of extensive live-stock ranehes in the weHtern i1art 

of the state, and the cultivation of large com-produeing 
areas throughout the state have effoc1tecl a Rnbstrmtial 
increase in the average size of farnrn since 1880. 'l'he 
development of the aforesn,id indm1t1·ie~ has been so rapid 
that the division of farm ho\\lings in the eastern h:ilf of the 
state, where the farms are rnore intr-nsively cnltivrited, lurn 
not been sufficient to counteract the effect of the exp:mHive 
movement in the western seetion. Jn the last decade this 
increase in the average size of farms was most miirkecl. 
The acreage of improved fal'm land has increased each 
decade until the las1;, when, probably owing to a more 
strict definitiou of the term ''improved" by tl1e 'l'welfth 
Census than heretofore, a slight decrease is shown. 

J!'AR:M PltOP1Ut'l'Y AND PlWlHJCTS. 

Table 2 presents a summ:1ry of the principal stiitistics 
relating to farm property· ancl products for each census 
year, beginning with 1860. 

TABLI1l 2.-YALUES OF SPECIFIED CLASSES OF F.AIUl 
PROPl<JRTY: AND OF' F'ARM: PRODUCTS: J8(j0 TO 1000. 

============================-~=-=--=·=·-============== 

\, Tot1il- value -~and, \ Imple- )' improve- , me•iits , .. 11,1 . k 'F11rm prod-
YEAR. 'j of fnrm t d • Live sloe·. I uct."·' 

property. me!1 51 •Lil I m1whi11ery 

----l------- bmldmgs. \ · \ 

1900 ______ 11 $747, 950, 057 $577, 660, 020 

1 

$24, 9,JO, 450 $145, 349, fi87 II $162, 69H, 3&l 
J 890______ 511, 799, 810 I 402, 358, 913 16, 468, 977 92, 971, 920 I 66, 837' 617 
1880;-·--· 147, ~9~;723 105, 932, Ml 7, 820, 917 33, 44Q,'26o \U, 70%, ~14 
1870·-·---1 38, 343, 087 30, 242, 186 1, 5-19, 716 6, ii51, 185 a 8, 00-1, 7•12 
_is_6_o _________ -'--_. __ o_, 2_1_2._1_61-"-__ s_, s_1_s._a2u 205, 66'1 1, 12s, 7~~ 

11
---------···· 

I !?or the yenr preceding th1tt designated. 
2 Values for 18i0 were reported in tlepreciitted currency. To reduce to specie 

basis of other years they must be diminished one-filth. 
"lneludes betterments and additions to Jiye stock. 

Each decade since 1860 shows gains in the vnlues of all 
forms of fa,rm property. For the decade ending in l 900 
the increases in values a1·e as follows: All farm property, 
46.1 per cent; farms, 43. 6 per cent; implements and ma­
chinery, 51. 4 per cent; live stock, 56. 3 per cent. 'rlrn 
value of farm· products for 1899 was more than twice as 
gre,at as that reported for 1889, but a part of this gain, 
and of that shown in implements and machinery, is doubt· 
less due to a more. detailed enumeration in 1900 than 
heretofore. 

(2) 

COUNTY STATJSTICt:!. 

Table 3 gives a statement of general agricultural sta. 
tistics by counties. 
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TABLE 3.-NUMBER AND ACREAGE OF FARMS, AND VALUES OF SPEJOIFIED CLASSES OF FARM PROPERTY, JUNE 1, 
1900, WITH VALUE OF PRO DUCTS OF 1899 NOT FED TO LIVE STOCK, AND EXPENDITURES IN 1899 FOR LABOR 
AND FERTILIZERS, BY COUNTIES. 

OOUNTIEB. 

The State--------------

A dams_----------------------
~ ~~~~f~::::::::::::::::::::: 
Blaine -----·----------------­
Boone.-----------------------

Doxbuttc --------------------

~~K~ri::::::::::::::::::::::: Buffalo ______________________ _ 

Bnrt ------------- -----------­

Butlcl' -----------------------Cru;s _________________________ _ 

Cedar-----------------------­
Cliasa -----------------------­Cherry----------------------

~[t~i~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
1~~r~~~~~~~i~i~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
R~~i~~:::::::::::::::::=:::= 
~1 llmo~e ---------------------'nm klm ____________________ _ 

}~~ii~;=~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
(~asper------------- .. ----------
ffmnt _______________________ _ 

Greeley ----------------
Hal I ----------------- ------l fan;nton ____________ :::::::: for nn ______________________ _ 

Hares _____________________ _ 

II itehcook -------------------

Mg~:~~~====================~~ 
1 ~~~r;o;:---------------------
I~earn~y ::::::::::::::::::::: 
Keith-------------Keyapaha ________ ::::::::::: 

~~~~~~~~~ 
LoUJ1----------------------
~cI'h crson _______________ ::: 
• la<\bon -------------------
"M-~~~;k --------------------== -----------------------
Nemaha --------------

~Th~~!;~:::::::::::::::====== 
Perkins:::::::::::::::::::::: 
Phelp,•---------------

~~E================~======= Hc<lw!llow. ___________ ::::::: 

Richardson _____ _-___________ _ 

~¥~~~~=~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Scottt; B)ull ---------·--- _ 
Seward -----------·------=-::: ~~eridan ____________________ _ 

Slo~~~_11_::::::::::::::::::::: 

NUMBER OF FARMS. 

Total. 

121, 52f> 

With 
build­
ings. 

114, 537 

A OH ES IN F AHMS. 

Total. Improved. 

29, 911, 779 18, 432, 595 

VALUES OF FARM PROPERTY, 

Land and 
improve­

ment" (ex­
cept build-

ings), 

$486' 605, 900 

Imple-
Buildings. men ts and Live stock. 

machinery. 

891, 051, 120 $24, 94.0, 450 $145, 349, 587 

Value of 
products not 

fed to live 
stock. 

$12·1, 670, 856 

llXPEND!TUltllS. 

La.bar. 

37,399, 160 

Fertili­
zers. 

$153, 080 
~~-=====-J=======J======ll,=======l========l======l,=======ll'========ll~=====-11===== 

1, 949 
1,745 

226 
131 

1,624 

48<l 
1,289 

513 
2,381 
1,601 

2,098 
2,310 
1,731 

464 
1,082 

712 
2,087 
1,451 
1,857 
3,366 

743 
693 

1,728 
510 

1,408 

1,830 
1, 90\l 

•172 
2,155 
1,383 

1,574 
1,870 
3, 39•1 

369 
1,013 

110 
85'1 

1,617 
2,049 
1,401 

567 
757 

1,876 
51 

1,486 

2,081 
1,594 
1,509 

303 
599 

112 
2,141 
3,585 
1,458 

18•1 

259 
127 

1,703 
1,291 
1,142 

1, 738 
1,773 
2 4.''11 
1:649 

3:35 

1,452 
1,215 
2, 124 
1 699 
1:237 

214Ui 
475 

2,229 
1,075 
3,141 

421 
2,285 

955 

1,~~ 

1,811 
1, 677 

224 
128 

1,552 

479 
1,272 

480 
2, 249 
1,523 

1, 967 
2, liil 
1,654 

457 
1, 039 

698 
1, 9-16 
1, 3B7 
1, 779 
s, 161 

701 
678 

1,676 
<199 

1,357 

1, 743 
1, 738 

449 
2, 02~ 
1,308 

1,480 
1, 764 
S,005 

369 
949 

101 
833 

1,537 
1, 936 
1,330 

Mr> 
783 

1,8~~ 
1,440 

1, 898 
1,427 

1, i~~ 
575 

107 
2, 046 
S,2·12 
lJ '1~0 

180 

254 
114 

1 604 1; 201 
1,048 

1, 624 
1, 616 
2 282 1: 531 

326 

1, 379 
1,135 
2,026 
1,560 
1,177 

2,26<1 
458 

2,206 
1,030 
2,978 

404 
2,165 

921 
1,004 

408 

343, 131 
470, 835 
205, 797 

57, 5'10 
394, 143 

366, R88 
240, 887 
265, 736 
614, 329 
292, 733 

806, 507 
335,MO 
410, 62.5 
2091 H27 
717, 635 

412, 834 
359, 604 
2f>~, 865 
364, 06ii 

1, 251, 757 

152, 077 
4Ul, 768 
551,508 
400, 701 
286, Oll6 

328, 830 
1!17,7H 
25.J, 4U3 
85fl, RH:! 
330, 018 

554, 703 
483, 550 
5B9, 7'19 
lOU, •170 
280, 586 

118, 884 
267 597 
322: 098 
341, 119 
3.Jl,604 

286, 556 
319,340 
732, 155 
31, 442 

3'11, 120 

359, 254 
22U, 692 
312 391 
402: 626 
230,344 

157, 894 
545,176 
51'1,419 
601, 993 
102,805 

86,424 
86, 768 

3(\0, <i79 
290, 88l 
270,f>:li) 

237, 075 
357, 401 
377, f>96 
265,479 
114, 082 

330, 481 
293, 886 
<111, 015 
276, 189 
398, liGO 

338, 329 
237, 137 
361, 891 
1-11, 190 
473, 364 

174, 082 
359, 565 
717, 242 
319, U99 
249, 549 

SOli, 465 
319, 35;; 

18, 359 
15, 178 

292, 933 

50, 358 
140, 021 
88,816 

407, 138 
277,464 

319, 439 
284, 427 
807, 023 

90,377 
239, 321 

87, 684 
301i, 064 
226, 288 
8;):!,802 
63·J, 538 

99, 439 
81, 041 

32:1, 840 
76, 586 

207, 610 

291, 866 
175, 855 
90, 041 

808, 820 
200, 628 

267, 325 
290, 596 
46'1,987 

43, 991 
22, 938 

56, 962 
134, 445 
2fi9,450 
305 779 
213:114 

85, 648 
138, lOo 
883, 609 

7, 587 
198, 822 

278, 445 
198, 718 
266, 017 

74, 899 
62, 096 

8, 388 
313, 700 
44b, 11'! 
21J.7. 849 

86, 408 

35, 181 
17, 749 

280, 031 
2fil), 205 
190, 003 

214, 686 
275, 825 
3a7, 995 
187, 476 

35, 882 

261, 182 
226, 699 
339, 858 
2-19, 924 
271, 339 

291, 888 
115, 737 
296, 823 
123, li82. 
<Jl5,ll90 

89,490 
315, 418 
136, O~l 
168, 39'1 
34, 364 

7, 710, 610 
5, 949, 450 

344, 530 
173 820 

7,144: 710 

731, 560 
2, 12·1, 730 

753, 300 
8,225,010 
8, 747,490 

10, 9ii7,240 
12, 75B, 960 
8,•150,520 

986, 110 
2,360,240 

1, 366, 790 
8, 902,570 
7, 428, 190 

11, 275,540 
8, 003, 330 

3, 960, 550 
1, 056, 6'10 
6, 121, \110 
1, 605,470 
6,154,510 

12, 645, 530 
10, 8ii1, 230 

853, 000 
s, 789, 500 
4,314, 380 

3, 236, •120 
4, 574, ~80 

15, 678, 850 
595,800 

2,817, 870 

642, 5GO 
2, 450, 100 
6, 171, 710 
s, 137, 780 
4,487, 200 

788, 090 
1, 240, 510 
4, 261, 800 

74, 3'10 
4, <178, 040 

8, 198, 030 
7, 276, 290 
5, 873, 320 
1,259, 730 

925, 110 

263, 760 
7,639, %0 

17,442, 020 
3, 25ll, 980 

515, 600 

554, 570 
311, 180 

7, 718, 780 
5, 2Cl0, 980 
6, 339! 690 

9, 278, 880 
6, 997, 000 

13, 9G9, BfJO 
5,429, 880 

155, 150 

5, 671, 330 
5, 394, 9l0 

11, 366, 170 
6, 682, 790 
3, 124, 890 

12,390, 730 
1, 182, 200 

10,307,880 
5, 778, 000 

15, 414, 540 

992, 730 
9, 958, 610 
1,686, 770 
2, 775, 960 

939, 930 

1, 621, 690 
l, 230, 5!">0 

127, 780 
87,200 

1, 22i, 480 

129,640 
39•1, 810 
208, 220 

1, 736, 890 
1, 499, 9$0 

1, 764, 210 
2,408,800 
1, 359, 100 

189, 300 
488, 750 

391, 950 
1, 686, 730 
1, 266, 680 
2, 123, 340 
1,39G, 250 

807, 670 
2M,460 

1, 15'1, 500 
281,880 

1,167, 930 

2, 385, 870 
1, 978, 680 

149, 900 
1,617, 610 

820,210 

679, 680 
945, 190 

2, 846, 420 
110, 240 
614, 690 

79,460 
543,070 

1,367, 830 
1, 765, 580 

8•16, 180 

184,680 
261, 680 

1,050, 580 
8,320 

l, 017,410 

1, 650, 130 
1, 233, 660 
1, 2.Jl, 660 

119,310 
197, 650 

99, 390 
1, 403, 190 
2, 776, 060 

693, 960 
58, 390 

89,410 
30, 190' 

1,808;880 
1,056, 590 

810, 710 

1,478,850 
1,231, 120 
2,460, 6-10 
1,328, 560 

171, 480 

1, 292, 620 
1,058, 080 
2,057, 340 
1,426, 920 

639,620 

2,238,300 
265, 810 

1, 894, 610 
923, 820 

2, 711, 590 

189, 780 
1, 879, 950 

291,820 
596, 010 
216, 680 

455, 660 
398, 850 
34, 620 
13, 060 

878, 250 

60, 170 
181, liOO 

69, 2'10 
505, 990 
406, 360 

484, 790 
431, 980 
463, 170 

55, 060 
157, 210 

105, 250 
498, 210 
282, 200 
708, 900 
618, 180 

199, 730 
79,280 

404,9.JO 
92,510 

373, 590 

488,700 
363, 630 
57, 590 

<181, 320 
259, 390 

277, 090 
302, 590 
640, 280 
45, 390 

187, 620 

29,390 
170, 690 
309, 930 
436, 020 
353, 870 

82, 940 
101, 360 
355, 910 

5,520 
306, 310 

421,220 
280,840 
844, 230 
45, 960 
86,810 

18, 340 
441, 760 
614,070 
228, 200 
40,4.60 

47, 390 
14, 610 

355, 230 
267, 480 
238, 34.0 

319, 650 
849, 230 
509, 510 
306, 720 
38,400 

393, 8'20 
258, 290 
524, 130 
338,070 
223,460 

483,460 
78, 670 

479, 260 
205,360 
682,800 

83,970 
466,420 
114,590 
209, 880 
67,100 

1,430, 111 
2, 052, 604 

688, Oil5 
3'17,571 

1, 939, 599 

1, 068, 317 
9-14, 105 
775, 392 

2, 543, 90H 
2, 156, 3o5 

2, 059, 740 
1, 914, 723 
2, 370, 010 

858, 862 
4, 6U7, 6U~ 

2, 086,002 
1, 584, 253 
1, 5tl9, 178 
2, 020, 9•18 
s, 850,009 

992, 777 
1, 150,355 
I, 949,520 
2, 56~, 165 
1, 795,685 

2, 462,559 
1, 493, 889 

7M, 155 
1, 499, 681 
1, 509, ·l58 

1,431,819 
1, 741, 202 
2, 774, 662 

500, 377 
951, 381 

1, 546, 309 
1,049, 777 
1,551, 165 
l,9•18,844 
1,453, 190 

704,090 
608, 599 

3,221,299 
438,462 

1,1'>27, 665 

2,093, 078 
1,819, 252 
1,328, 958 
1,195, 742 

890, 806 

703,225 
2,436, 916 
2, 745,002 
1, 929, 551 

372,623 

387, 844 
721, 205 

1,8R6,3·17 
2, 075, 290 
2, 069,292 

1,410,863 
2,000,027 
2, 1G3, 140 
1, 601, 721 

605, 610 

1,532, 199 
1, 738, 174 
2, 4:32, 568 
l, 712, 885 
1,208,402 

2,483, •198 
885, 006 

1, 757, 889 
959, 494 

2, 876, 855 

g21, 352 
1, 937, 803 
s, 059, 730 
1, 014, 719 
1,664, 155 

1, 962, 761 
1, 733, 742 

184, 086 
71, 687 

2,019, 872 

. 889, 796 
695, 215 
2gs, 140 

2, 146, 26ll 
2,202.646 

2, 691, 187 
2, 649,487 
1, 906, 046 

317, 028 
1, 201, ~G4 

416, 05".l 
1, 90U, 807 
1,661,094 
2, 281, 966 
2,403, 040 

1, 008, 983 
423, 325 

1, 52•J, 586 
572, 0~1 

1, 514,431 

2, 866, 362 
2, 151, loll 

29·1, 002 
2, 035, 866 
1, 2111, 855 

1, Hl,584 
1, 573, 723 
s, 992, 923 

142,346 
878, 325 

300, 065 
819, 906 

1 897 522 
2: '..w2:001 
1, 2_39, 940 

373, 153 
383,003 

·1, 627, 914 
82,200 

1, 358,076 

2,311,682 
1, 716,487 
1,136, 827 

2ti0,ti:l6 
369,413 

251,771 
1, 8'11,463 
3,684,819 

922,,102 
190, 048 

186, 601 
160, sos 

2, 086,840 
1, 885, 637 
1, 838, 038 

1, 946, 519 
1, 629, 103 
2, 907, 205 
1, 679, 641 

225, 407 

1, 26<1,827 
1, 4'10, 227 
2, 742, 388 
1, 851, 89-1 

934, 15'1 

2, 556, 787 
298, 284 

2,300,837 
1, 2•11,890 
3, 801, 576 

$35, 681 
2, 454, 486 

785, 494 
722, 595 
282,456 

77,320 
77, 440 

7, 110 
10, 610 
91, 790 

26, 110 
12, OiO 
14, 100 

13G, 2!0 
17f>, [)60 

131, 290 
137, 510 
108, Oi\O 
27, 680 

148, 120 

54, 850 
88, 680 
83, 310 

135 820 
146: 250 

78, 570 
27, 020 
98, 820 
64, 440 
67, 140 

496, 610 
191, 880 
16, 560 
D4, 130 
31, U90 

47, 900 
62, 730 

201, 200 
8,620 

39, 970 

·J0,830 
Bl, 060 

119,490 
96, 040 
41, 950 

17, 710 

~'t:%i& 
9,450 

73,0J)() 

118, 670 
78, 190 
75, 630 
25, 350 
8,•170 

19, 600 
100, 280 
193, 140 

95, 100 
14, 490 

10,200 
17,830 

104,'100 
80, 220 

124,930 

ll9, 080 
82,860 

190,510 
68, 690 
6,690 

72,400 
87,850 

141,550 
99, 900 
49, 710 

183,450 
32,020 

103,210 
135,620 
207,810 

30,180 
182,270 
77,060 
31, 870 
M,880 

4, 170 
5, 720 

-----i~iiiiii 

430 

-------53ii 
6,260 
5,050 

6, 170 

-----2~860 
20 

10, 860 

1, 910 
640 
440 

8,320 
500 

5•ii8 
660 

------"iiiii 

2, sao 
1,390 

----T4aii 

1,090 
800 

8,550 
--------iiii 

-----2~0fiO 
120 

1,i~g 

1,580 

------·35i} 
-------210 

3,880 
2,510 

120 

-------4iiii 

----T42ii 
9, 790 
1,770 

10 

10 

-----2;o2ii 
7,~~g 

110 
1,080 
7,190 
1, 620 

750 

-------a7u 
910 

1,100 

2,960 

-------iiiii 
1,890 
5, 960 

16() 
5,480 
1,020 
1,85oll 
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TABLE 3.-NUMBER .AND ACREAGE OF FARMS, AND VALUES OF SPEOIFIED CLASSES OF FARM PROPERTY, JUNE l, 
1900, WITH VALUE OF PRODUCTS OF 1899 NOT FED TO LIVE STOCK, AND EXPENDITURES IN 1899 FOR LAilOH 
AND FERTILIZERS, BY COUNTIES-Continued. 

.. 
i 

NUMBER OFF.A.RMS. ACREB IN FARMS. VALUES OF FAHM PROPERTY. . EXPENDITURES. 

Value of --------·-
OOUNTJES. Landand products not 

With Improve- Imp le- fed to Jive Fertlll· Total. bulld- Buildings. Live stock. stock. Labor. Total. Improved. mems (ex- ments and 
ings. cept build· machinery. I zers. 

ings). 

---· 
Stanton --------------------- 1, 123 1,029 270, 602 211, 311 $6,010, 190 $1,036,SOO 

~l~~:;:s·::::::::::::::::::::: 8, 018, 410 1, 457, 660 
$273,520 $1,593,812 $1,630, 179 

1,Sa5, 718 
$99, 700 
74, 700 

111,0'! \I 
0 lG 2,083 853,684 370, 660 1, 84.7 294,879 

74 69 45, 874 17, 022 128, 390 
Tll nrston •••••••••••••.•.•••• 

1, 680, 695 
27, 010 12, 320 869, 523 51, 037 11, 010 -----i,-:i{ 975, 747 48, 550 855 753 214, 251, 182. 526 4, 988, 620 340, 750 178, 500 1, 820, 393 

Valley ..... ------------------ 1, 085 3, 144, 120 564, 970 934, 150 8'14,823 49, 440 1,045 311, 273 174, 060 191, 480 

Washington----------------- 1,572 1, 519 239, 763 198, 99•1 8, 586, 990 1, 819, 400 441, 000 1, 719, 531 1, 941,518 159, 820 1, 7i 
Wayne----------------------

270, 4·191 7 •128 740 1, 858, 666 101, 690 l,~ 1, 401 1, 303 233, 048 1, 158, 280 354, 450 1, 960, 656 
Webster--------------------- 1, 731 1, 612 348, 235 272, 744 5: 421: 870 1, 164, 220 348, 680 1, 778, 0·10 1, 539, 699 70,270 tr. 
Wheeler------------- ________ 746,599 228,090 13,000 
York------------------------

269 262 lSB, 570 52,4A9 711, 500 141, 740 52,550 ----·1;4-2, 240 2,118 372,307 824, 771 9, 936,500 1,987, 000 505, 640 1,851, 347 2,345, 737 114,490 

Nearly two-thirds of the counties report increases in the 
number of farms in the last decade, notwithstanding the 
frequent a11d severe droughts which occurred between 1890 
and 1900, causing the abandonment of many farms in the 
central and western counties. 

The total farm acreage h1creased in every eounty except 
Saline, Cass, ttnd Perkins. 'l'he decrease in improvecl 
acreage reported in some of the counties is probably due 
to the fact, already mentioned, that the term ''improved" 
was more st1·ictly defined by the Twelfth than by any pre­
vious census. '11he average size of farms for the state is 
246.1 acres. In the western counties, owing to th.e num­
ber of live-stock farms, many of which are mOl'e than 
1,000 acres iu extent, the average size of farms is greater 
than in the eastern counties where general farming prevails. 

The average value of farms for,the state is $4,753. In 
eleven counties in the northern part of the state, the value 
has more than doubled since 1890. Although deereased 
farm values are reported by a few western counties, in­
creases in the value of implements and machinery are 
reported by nearly all counties. 'l'he average value of the 
implements and machinery was $205 per fa1·m. In the 
no1·thern uounties which showed the largest increases in farm 
values, the gain in the value of live stock was also large. 
In more than one-sixth of the coLmties this value doubled, 
and, in the remainder, except in a few southern counties 
which reported slight decreases, it increased noticeably. 

The average expenditure for labor in 1899, which was 
$61 for the state, varied greatly in the cli:fl'erent counties. 
Fo1· fertilizers, the average expenditure per farm incrnased 
from $0. l '7 in 1889 to $1. 26 in 1899. Most counties 
reported large increased expenditures. 

FAl{l\[ TENURE. 

'l'able 4 gives a comparative exhibit of farm tenure for 
1880, 1890, and 1900. Tenants are divided into two 
groups: "Cash tenants,'' who pay a i·ental in cash or a 
stated amount of labor or farm produce, and "share 
tenants," who pay as rental a stated share of the products. 

In Table 5 the tenure of farms in 1900 is given by raue 
of farmer. "Farms operated by ownerA '' are subdivided 
into four groups designated as "owners," "pal't owners," 

"owners and tenants," and "managers." These gronpH 
comprise, respectively: (1) Farms operated by individnalH 
who own all the land they cultivate; (2) farms operr..ted 
by individuals who own a part of the land and rent tho 
remainder from others; (3) farms operated undet' the joint 
direction and by the united labor of two or more inc1i­
viduals, one owning the farm or a part of it, and the other 
or others owning no part, but receiving for supervision qr 
labor a share of the products; and (4) farms operated by 
individuals who receive for their supervision and otlrnl' 
services a :fixed salary from the owners. 

'rABLE 4.-NUMBER .AND PER CENT OF FARMS OF 
SPECIFIED TENURES : 1880 TO 1000. 

- -·-
NUMBER OF F.A.:RMB OFER· 

Total 
ATED BY-· 

YEAR. number ·--
of farms. Cash Share Owners.' tenants. tenants. 

---- ----------
1900 _____ ---- 121, 525 76, 715 11, 599 83,211 
l 890 _________ 113, 608 85,525 8,942 19,141 
1880 _________ 63, 887 51, 963 1,948 9,476 

-- -·-----

l'ER OENT 0 F F.\.11.l<!S OPltl<.• 
D BY-ATE 

---~·---

Owners,1 te 
Cash Slmru 
nants. tenants. 

---r 
63.1 9.6 27.:l 
75.B 
82.0 

7.9 16.l\ 
3.1 14.9 

'Including "part owners," "owners and tenants," and "managers." 

TABLE 5.-NUMBER AND PER CENT OF FARMS OF' 
SPECIFIED TENURES, JUNE 1, 1900, CLASSIFIED DY 
RACE OF FARMER. 

PA.R'.r 1.-NUMBER OF FARMS OF SPECIFIED TENURES. 

RAOE. 
Total Po.rt Owners Ma.n- cash Share 

number Owners. owners and agers, tenants. tenants. 
of farms. · tenants. 

---·---·--·- ------- -------------
The State__ 121, 525 51, 911 22, 518 11 lM 1, lll'l 11, 5\l\I SS, 211 

White-···------ 121, 190 51, 654 22, 501 1, 153 1, 128 11, 580 SB, 17;, 
Colored ------- 3~9 257 17 1 4 H :10 

Chinese __ _ 
Indian---­
Negro-----

2 
249 

78 

1 --------- -··------- ---------
226 3 --------- ---------
30 14 1 4 

1 ------·-· s 17 
10 111 

--- ----·--·-------~---~----'-----'---~--

l'ART 2.-PER CENT OF FARMS OF SPECIFIED TENURES. 

--;~e-;tttte... !~~.o 42.7 18.5 1.0 _ ~~9- --9-,6--;!-----·-~-2_1-'.! 
White --------- 1 oo. O 42. 6 18. 6 0. 9 O. 9 9. 6

1 

27 · t 
Colored ----~-- 100. O 78.1 5. 2 o. B 1. 2 4. S 10. 

In the last decade, when the total number of farms in· 
creased 7.0 per. cent, the number operated by ownerR 
decreased 10.3 per cent, while that operated by tenants of 
either class increased noticeably. 001-responding relative 



losses and gains are shown in the percentages of the total 
number of farms operated by owners, cash tenants, and 
share tenn.nts, respectively. · 

Of the total number of farms in 1900, 99. 7 per cent 
were operated by white farrners, and O. 3 per cent by 
colored farmers. 'l'he percentf1ge of farms operated by 
owners is relatively greater for colored than for white 
farmers, owing to the fact that the Indians, who consti­
tute more than two-thirds of the "colored" class, possess 
Iancl allotted them by the Government. 

No previous census has reportecl the number of farms 
opern.ted by "part owners," " owners and tenants," or 
"nrn,nagers," but it is believed tl1at the number of farms 
COJlducted by the last-named class is constantly increasing. 

FARUS CLASSIF1ED BY RACE OF l!'ARllrEI!. AND BY TENURE. 

Tables G and 7 present the principal statistics for farms 
classified by rnce of farmer and by .tenure. 

TAnm 6.-NUMBij~R AND ACREAGE OJ<' FARMS, AND 
VALUE OF FARM PIWPIW.'l'Y, .lUNE 1, HJOO, CLASSI­
FIED BY RACE OF FAHlYlER AND BY TENURE, WITH 
PERCENTAGES. 

Num· 

NUMilE!t OF ACRES IN 
FAl\MS. 

VALUE OF FARM 
l'Il0l'ERTY. 

RAOE OF FARMEH1 

AND TENURJ>, ber of 11----.----,,------11--------­
farms. 

A vemge, Total. Per 
cent. Tot11,J, Per 

cent, 
_________ , ___ ---·1------ ------ --

The St11te ----- 121, 5~5 246, l 29, 911, 779 100. o $747, 950, 057 100, O 
--- . ---- ;:::.:.~::.....:::-_:::::::::====.;- = 

White farmers------ 121, 190 
Negro formers------ 78 
lll<liau formersl ---- 251 

246.4 
193. 2 
126. 3 

29, 865,0IH 
15, 067 
31,708 

99.8 
0.1 
0.1 

747, 010, 547 
278, 081 
661, 429 

99.9 
(") 
0.1 --- ---- --------·-· __ , _____ _ 

Owners------------- 51, 9ll 219. 9 11, <117, 2-18 38. 2 817, 183,.817 
Part ownei·s -------- 2~. 51S 384. 4 8, 6'ili, 029 28. 9 162, 191, 190 

42.4 
21. 7 
1.1 
3.7 
8.9 

O\\'liere nnd tenants_ 1, 154 330. 5 881, 408 1. H 8, :101, 180 
Mrtmlgers ___________ 1, 132 1, 10'1. 9 1, B:i~, rJ8U 4. 5 27, fi38, 970 
Ca8h tenants________ 11, 599 181. 8 2, rns, 073 7. 1 no, (t!S, 920 
Share tenant.~------- Ba, ~11 180. 5 5, 995, 832 20. 0 160, 106, 030 22. 2 

•Including 2 Chinese. 
2 Less thnn one-tenth or 1 per cent. 

TABLE 7.-AVERAGJJJ VALUES OF SPECIFIED or.,ASSES OF 
l•'ARM PROPERTY, ANll A YEHAGE GROSS INCOME l~ER 
FARU, WITH PmH. CEN'l' 01<' GROSS INCOME ON 'JXYl'AL 
lNVES'l'MENT IN FARJ\i PRLlPER'rY, OLASSIFIED BY 
RAOE OF FARl\IER AND BY TENURE. 

AVERAGE VAJ,UES PER FAR){ OF-

Farm property, June l, 1900. Percent 
of gross 

Gross income 
!\ACE OF FARMER, income on total 

AND TENURE. L11nd (products in\'e:.;t-
and im- Imp le· or 1899 ment in 
prove· Bu11d· men ts Live not fed form 
rnentR lugs. ancl ma- stock. to live property, 
(except stock). 
built\- chinery. 
ings). 

--------- ------
The State _______ $4, om $i50 t205 $1, 196 Sl. 026 16.7 

-----·--- --·--- ------ --- ----·---
White farmers-------- 4, 009 71>1 206 1, ms 1,028 16. 7 
Negro fn.rm-ers -------- 2, 239 3~4 123 879 546 15,3 
Indian farmers 1 ------ 2,0GS 255 103 210 149 5.6 

------------ ----·- ---
Owners --------------- 3,839 915 199 1, 157 992 16, 2 Part owners ___________ 4,4'28 773 254 l, 748 1, 237 17.2 
Owners and tenants __ 4,HaG 945 265 1,347 1,201 16.7 
Managers------------- 12, 029 1, 977 366 9,856 6, 188' 25.4 Cash tennnts __________ 4,056 556 183 9,19 886 15.4 Share tenants _________ S,642 492 182 686 738 16.0 

1 Including 2 Chinese. 
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More than 60 per cent of the farms in the strite are oper­
ated by owners and part owners, about three-fifths of the 
total farm acreage and of the total vnlue of farm property 
being accredite'd to these two classes. However, the aver­
age size, the average values of all forms of farm property, 
and the per cent of gross income are greater for farms 
operated by managers than for any other group. 'fhcse 
conditions are due, in part, to the fact that many of these 
farms are large stock farms, while others are adjuncts to 
public institutions. 

Among the coloi·ed farmers the Indians outnumber the 
negroes, but the average acreage, and the average value of 
farm property, as well as the per cent of gross income, are 
greater for the latter. 

FARMS CLASSIJ!'IED BY AREA. 

Tables 8 and 9 present the principal statistics for farms 
classified by area. 

TABLE 8.-NUMBER AND AOREAGE OF FARMS, AND 
VALUE OF li'ARM PROPER'l'Y, .TUNE 1, 1900, CLASSI­
FIED BY AB.EA, WITH PERCENTAGES. 

I 
NUMBER OF AOl\J,;S IN VAI,UE OF FAmr 

Num-
F.A.ltM!::I, PH.011.EHTY. 

A.REA, ber of -- -··-----
farms. Per Per Avernge, Total. cent. Total. cent. 

·--- ·-·-~ 

The State----- 121,525 24G.1 29, 911, 779 100.0 $747' 050, 057 100. 0 
= ---=---=.::=:::: --·-- ----

Under 3 tteres ------- 530 2.4 1, 293 ~; l 1, 088, 820 o. 1 
3 to 9 ncrcs ---------- l 3•12 6. 7 8, 999 2,154,8'!0 o. ~ 
10 to 19 acres ________ 1:035 12.8 20, 911 0.1 21 9fl5, 590 0.4 
:!O to 49 acres ________ 5,243 35.2 18•!, 424 -0.6 11, 304, 230 1. ,, 
50 to 99 ttcres ________ 17, 979 76. 0 1, 36i, 012 4.6 fii, 288, •IUD 7. 7 
100 to 174 ncres-----" 46, 109 151. 3 6, 978, mo 23.8 2l l, 902, 527 80. 1 
175 to 259 acres ______ 17,8!15 216.1 3, 858, 463 12. 9 12>!, 068, 650 17. :.! 
260 to •199 acres ______ 22,416 357,2 8,006, Sml 21\. 8 189, 058, 210 25.3 
500 to 099 acres ______ 6,052 685.H 4, 150, 909 13. 9 69, 380, 260 9. 3 
1,000 acres and over_ 2,361 2, 256. G 5, 33·1, 71fi 17. 8 60, 747, 410 8.1 

--.• 

1 Less than one-tenth of 1 per cent. 

TABUll 9,-AVERAGE VALUES OI!' SPECIFIED CLASSES OF 
FARM PB.OPIDRTY, AND AVERAGE GROSS INOOME PER 
FARM, WITH PER CENT OF GROSS INCOME ON 'l'O'l'AL 
INVESTMENT IN FARM PH.OPEB.TY, CLASSIFIED BY 
AREA. 

·-
AVERAGE VAJ,UES PER FAI\M OF- I 

Farm property, June 1, 1900. Per cent 
of gross 

Gross I income 
Al!EA.. Lnnd lnoomo on tottil 

(products. invest-
andlm· Jmple- of 1899 I mentin prove- Build- men ts Live 11ot fed farm 
mcnt<i ings. and mtL- stock. to live property. 

(ex(mpt chinery, stock), build· 
ings). 

--------- --- ---
The State------- $~,004 $750 8205 Sl, 196 Sl,026 16.7 

---= ------ --- ---
Unr1er 3 acres --------- 432 524 47 1,051 442 21. fl 8 to 9 acres ____________ 677 639 61 229 308 JU.2 
10 to 19 i.cres __________ 843 635 65 265 281 15. 0 
20 to 49 acre~---------- 1, 249 490 86 331 895 18. 3 
50 to 99 acres __________ 2, 129 481 129 '147 542 17. 0 
100 to 17'1 acres ______ .___ 3,285 636 192 765 806 JG.Ii 
175 to 259 acres ________ 4, 978 912 259 1, 080 1,164 16.1 
260 to 499 ncres ________ 6, 629 969 245 1,591 1, 360 16, 2 
500 to 999 acres ________ 7, 018 1,081 335 B,031 1,801 15, 7 
1,000 acres i.nd over __ 12, 812 1,600 4°'1 10,881 5,194 20.2 

-



'l'he relative frequency of quarter-section holdings is 
evident from the fact that the group of farms oontainiug 
100 to 174 acres each comprised more than one-third of all 
those in the state, aud represented nearly one-fourth of the 
total acreage and. one-third of the total value of all farm 
property in the state. 

With few exceptions the average values of all forms of 
farm })roperty increase with the size of the farms. The 
relatively high average value of live stock, and the high 
average gross income for farms under 3 acres are due to 
the fact that this class comprises for the most part dairy 
and truck farms supplying city markets, and includes 25 

of the 38 :florists' establishments in the state. For these 
industries the incomes depend less upon the acreage used 
than upon the amount invested in buildings, implements, 
and live stock, and the amount expended for labor and 
fertilizers. 

The average gross incomes per acre for the various 
groups classified by area, are as follows : Farms under 
3 acres, $181.33; 3 to 9 acres, $45.97; 10 to 19 acres, 
$21.99; 20 to 49 acres, $11.24; 50 to 99 acres, $17.13; 

100 to 174 acres, $5.32; 175 to 259 acres, $5.39; 260 to 
499 acres, $5.83; 500 to 999 acres, $2.63; 1,000 acres 
and over, $2. 30. 

FARMS CLASSIFIED BY PRINCIP.AL SOURCE OF INCOllfl!l. 

In Tables 10 and 11 the farms are classified by principal 
source of income. If the value of the 11ay and grain 
rn.isecl on any farm exceeds that of any other crop and 
constitutes at least 40 per cent of the total value of prod­
uqts not fed to live stock, the farm is designated a "hay 
and grain" farm. If vegetn, 11 l es nre the leacling crop, con­
stituting 4o per cent of the valne of the products, it is a 
"vegetable" farm. The farms of the other groups are clas­
sified in accorchnce with tht1 same general principle. 
"Miscellaneous" farms arc those whose operators do not 
deriv~ 40 per cent of their income from any one class of 
farm products. Farms reporting no income in 1899 are 
classified according to the agi-icnltural operations upon 
other farms in the same locality. 

TABLE 10.-NUMBElR AND ACREAGE OF FARMS, AND 
VALUE OF FARM PROPER'l'Y, JUNE 1, 1900, CLASSI­
FIED BY PRINCIPAL SOURCE 01~ INCOME, WITH 
PERCENTAGES. 

PRINCIPAL SOUROE 
OF INOOME. 

NUMBE!t OF AO!tES IN I V.!.LU~: Q]• FARM 
Num- FAl!MS, PROPEP.TY. 

ber of 11----.----.-----·il----
farms. / 

Average. Total. Per Total. Per 
cent. I oent ----·-- ------1--- -

The State_____ 12~ 525_ 24~:'.:._ :9, 911~?~ 100. o _ S747, 950~~~+:~~-o 

Hay and grain______ 59, 509 19-2. 9 11, 477, 1111 38. 4 850, 640, 840 / 46. 9 
Vegetables --------- 978 90. 6 88, 648 I 0, 3 2, 84•l, 230 o. 4 
F1·uits -----------·-- 285 46, 6 rn, 2~1 i (t) l, \m, 060 o. 1 
Live stock-----··--- 53, 895 317. 8 17, 128, 839 

1 
57. 3 367 ,:mo, 82711~. 1 

Dniry 1>roduee______ 2, 833 216. 8 614, 328 / 2.1 11, 567, 430 1. 6 
Sngnr ______ ..• ------- 101 122. 2 12, 8:!9 (' l f> 14, 800 o. 1 
Flowers r..nd J>lants. 38 6. S 24l I (' 24g, 805 ('l 
NUJ\Sery products___ 4.4 90, B 8, n; (l 802, 910 I (1 

~cellilneous :::=-~~~-- 149, l 572, ~07 ·--=~·--l~,.418, 6~ 
1 Less than one-tenth of l per cent, 

TAllLE 11.-AVERAGE VALUES OF SPECIFIED CT"ASSE:S 
OF FARM PROPERTY, AND AVERAGE GROSS INCOME 
PER FARM, WITH PER CENT Ol!, GROSS INCOME ON 
TOTAL INVESTMENT IN F'ARM PROPERTY, CLASSI­
FIED BY PRINOIP.AL SOURCE OF INOOMID. 

.!..VERAGE VAl,UES PER FARM OJ'-

Pl\lNOI!'.!..L BO'UROlli 01!' 
n!OOJo!lli. 

Farm property, June 1, 1900. 

L1md 
and im­
prove­
men ts 

(•xcept 
build­
ings). 

Imple-
Bulld- ment~ Live 
lugs. and nm- stock. 

chinery. 

Gross 
income 

(products 
of 1899 
not fed 
to live 
stock). 

Per cell 
of gros 
incom1 
on totn 
invast­
mentil 

fotrm 
propert:1. 

--------!-------------- ---- ---
The State ________ $4,004 3750 3205 31, ma 31,026 16. 7 

--= ~- = = 
Hay and grain ------·· 4,219 81\8 199 816 891 16 .1 
Vegetables -------···-· 1, 908 499 110 891 610 21. 0 
Fruits ----------·------ 2,341 850 85 810 487 13. 6 
Live stoelL.---------·· 4, 030 873 225 1,689 1,251 18 ,4 
Dnjry nrorluce _________ 2,852 567 180 1, 084 489 10 ,8 
Sugar ______ ------------ S,671 640 152 029 1, 008 19 .fi 

3,194 222 71 3,349 51 " Flowers and plants ____ 3,061 :\i Nurser{, products ______ 4, 993 1,518 161 212 5 5"8 i\(\ 
Mfacel a.neons _________ 2,183 590 125 595 '427 12 .2 

Fo1· the several classes of farms the average values per 
acre of all products not fed to live stock are as follows 
Farms whose operators derive thefr principal income from 
flowers and plants, $528.13; nursery products, $61.20; 

fruits, $10.46; sugar, $8.25; vegetables, $6.73; hay and 
grain, $4. 62 ; live stock, $3. 95; miscellaneous, $2. 87 i 
dairy, $2.03. In computing these averages the total 
acrettge is used, and not the acreage devoted to the crop 
from which the priueipal income is derived. The wide 
variations in t.he avera.ges and percentages of gross incorno 
are dne largely to .the fact that no deductions from thn 
gross income are made for expenditul'es. For florists' 
establishments :.md nnrseries, the average expenditure for 
such items as labor and fertili.zers represents a far greater 
percentage of the gross income than in the case of "live­
stock" anc1 "miscellaneous" farms. If it were 1)ossibh1 
to present the average net income, the variations shown 
would be compi1ratively slight. 

FARMS \JLASSIFIED J3Y REPORTED VALUE OF PRODUCTS NO'!' 

Flm ·ro lolYE S'l'OCJ.L 

'11ables 12 and 13 present data relating to farms olassi·· 
£.eel by the reported gross income, or value of products uot. 
feel to live stock. 

TABLE 12.-NU.l\iBEH, AND ACREAGE OF FARMS, AND 
VALUE OF' FARM PHOPIDB.TY, JUNE 1, 1900, CI"ASSI.l!'IED 
BY REPORTED VALUE Ul<' PRODUCTS NO'J: FillD 'J:O 
LIVE STOCK, WITH PERCENTAGES. 

VALUEOFl'RODU01'8 Num­

NUMBIW. O~' AOltl>S IN 
~'ARMS. 

VALUE OF FAHM 
PROPERTY, 

NOT 1!'ED TO !.lV:E ber ol \\-------.,.--·-- --..,.---1,1--·- -·-­
STOCK. !arms. j Per 

1 
Per 

-------i--- Average. --~ta1:___1 cent. -~~~a_. __ ~~1~-
The State ____ 121, 525 246. l 29, 011, 779 100. o $747, 950, om 100. o == ~ --:_::;:::":.~";'"...=;-_:_~.:::.:::= = ~;:.:.;._;·:~·-~~ '=="::=';.-=-' 

so---~--------------
$1 to $49--------"--­
$50 to $99-----------$100 to 11·219 ________ _ 
$250 to $499 ________ _ 
$500 to $999 ________ _ 
$1,000 to $2,499 _____ _ 
$2,500 and over ____ _ 

1,245 
1, 238 
2, 359 
9, 2.87 

20, 558 
41, 507 
ss, 998 
6,333 

301, 9 S7fi, 907 
162. l ~00, 688 
ma. 5 ao2, 005 
165. 8 1, 539) 039 
176. 4 I s. 6'47. 294 
200. 2 8, 307' 789 
271. 4 10, 691), 253 
757. s 4, 799, 154 

1.\l 
0.7 
1.~ 
5.1 

12.1 
27.8 
35.8 
16.0 

6,3'17 ,030 
2,5871 71_0 
4, 725, 770 

22, ll4, 2HO 
64' ~88, 62'1 

199,2US,OIO 
824, 570, 8:12 
124, 037' 820 

O.B 
0,4 
0,6 
3.0 
~.8 

~ti.6 
,rn,.1 
10.6 



TABLE l.8.-A VERAGE VALUES OF SPECili'IED Oio.ASSE::> 
OF FARM PROPERTY, AND AVERAGE GROSS INCOME 
PER FARM, WITH PER CENT OF GROSS INCOME ON 
TOTAL INVESTMENT IN FARM PROPERTY, CLASSI· 
FIED BY REPOR'l'ED VALUE OF PRODUCTS NOT I•'ED 
TO LIVE STOCK. 

I AYEl\AGP. VAI.TJES PE!• FARM OF-

1------- ---~-I! 
; Farm property, June 1, 1900. I Por cent 

of groH!4 
l'AJ.UE OF rnootrcTs 1

1
----------- GrosH ' lucomc 

~OT FP.D TO r,rVE I Lil!ld i11co;11c ,' ~n total 
(pro<lncts 111vcst-

STOOK. and lm- Imple- of lti\m mrmt in 1
J prove- Build- mcuts Live nut fed form 

ments ings, and ma- stock. to live property. : (~~l\~f-t chinery. stock). 

----·----l-h~~~------------- --- ---
The Sta.te -------) 114, 01>4 $750 $205 $1, 196 $1, O'.!ll 16. 7 

~~=:":-.::=:.::::;-:-..:::-=:::-:::=~~~~ 

S11 _____________________ I 2, 568 187 61 2, 266 ------··--- ------··-··-
SJ to $-19_______________ I, 184 '.!63 fi4 629 37 I I. 8 
~;,o to $99-------------- J, JOB 279 07 5'19 oti a. 3 
-$1110 to $'.!·19............ 1, 373 336 91 581 170 7. l 
$~i~ to SJUU ------------ 1, 971 421 123 GI:.! H68 11. 8 
$oUO ta $999____________ s, 182 018 180 I 822 . GHS lt.:l 
S!,()(){J to 82,499 -------- 5, 612 1, 027 2781 1, 406 1, ~91i Hi. 8 
$'~ .• ;oo and over •• ______ 11, 87S l, 946 468 5, 299 n, lO·l ~6. l 

----------------- ·--··---
In view of the fact that about half the farms reporting 

1w income for 1899 were owned farms between l 00 and 
l 15 acres in size, it is probable that this class inclndecl 
mauy homesteads taken up too late for cultivation that 
year. Some were live-stock farms on which tlrn stock 
ranged during the entire year, i1nd the crops of others 
were failures on account of drought or other m1usmtl con­
ditions. Thel'e were some farms, also, from which no 
reports of the products could be secured, ns the persons in 
charge, June 1, 1900, did not operate them in J899 anr1 
could give no information concerning the prodnct8 of that 
year. To this .extent the reports fall short of giving a 
complete statement of farm products in 1890. 

LIVE STOCK. 

At the l'equest o:f the various live-stock associations of 
the country, a new classification of domestic animals was 
adopted for the Twelfth Oensns. The age groupi~g for 
neat cattle was determined by their present and prospee­
tive relations to the dairy industry and the supply of 
meat products. Horses and mules are 'classi:lied by age, 
and neat cattle and sheep by age and sex. The new classi­
fication permits a very close comparison with previous 
census repo1·ts. 

Table 14 p1·esents a summary of live-stock statistics. 
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TABLrn 14.-DOMESTIC ANIMALS, FOWLS, AND BEES ON 
FARMS, JUNE 1, 1900, WITH TOTAL AND AVERAGE 
VALUES, AND NUMBER OF DOMESTIC ANIMALS NOT 
ON FARMS. 

LIVE s·roo1c Age in years. 
----~ON_F_.A_!\-](_9·......,..---1 ~fi;~B~ 

Calves----------------- Under L-----­
Steers ·---------------- l and under 2_ 
Steers ----------------- 2 and nnde1· 3. 
Stcors ----------------- 81tnrl over ___ _ 
Bulls ------------------ l and over---­
Heifers·--------------- 1 imd un<'!er 2_ 
Cows kept for milk ____ 2 11ncl over __ _ 
Cows mid heifers not 2 nnd over_.._ 

kept for milk. 
Colts - .. -------------·-.. Ifonr.;cs _____________ .. __ 

1-Iorses ---·------------.Mule colts ____________ _ 
Mules ---·-·------·----
?>rules -----·- ------ ___ _ 
Asses and burros·-----L11mb.s __ ... ____________ _ 
Sheep (ewes)-------·-· 
Slu~ep(mms ttll<l weth-

Pl':-\). 

Under L-----­
l 1md under 2. 
2 1111d over---­
Under L--··--
1 11ncl under 2. 
2 nrnl over ___ _ 
All ages------l7nder L _____ _ 
1 1tnd over ___ _ 
1 and ovor----

Number. Value. 

754,500 
401, 158 
317,360 
1rn, 5go 

51, 791 
845,276 
512, 544 
674,026 

66, 776 
73,082 

655,460 
6,20!. 
6,671 

42,2i>2 
732 

175,32.3 
279, 073 
iia,~n 

$8, 757,661 
0, 303, G85 

10, 991, 720 
5,690,:Jil? 
2, 567, •138 
7, 413,817 

17, 192, l~O 
20,5fl2, 7i0 

l, 28-J, 984 
21 310, 083 

33, 061, 792 
182, 875 
~U:-3, 8UG 

2,60!),2'2\:) 
ll6, 756 
3301858 

1, !02, 871 
245 1 :.!6Y 

s1ri11e ----------------- All ages------ 4, 128, 000 18, 660, 932 
Goats__________________ All ages------ 2, 399 9, 120 
Fowls: I 

Chlclta!lS~--------· ------------·-·- 7,417,837 } 
'l'urkeys ----------· ---------------- · 118, 892 2 374. 930 Ueeso ______________ -·-------------- 7•1,007 ' ' ' 
Dtwks ------------- ----·- .. -----·--- 201, 503 

Bees (sw11rms of)------ ---·----·--------- 52, 143 199, 563 
Uncl£1Rsifiecl ----------- ---------------- ------·---- f>, 465 

Average! Num-. value. ]Jor. 

$11. 61 I:\, r,~7 
!1:3. ]!) l 1 /H):i 
H·l.e;l l, flm; 
47.58 4,:·ll!J 
11!),57 4'..!:! 
21. 47 8,060 
8$. 54 26, 812 
80. ·19 1, 868 

19.2-i i,rn7 
31. 70 J,:..!71 
00.·H 05,8:::1 
29, 49 :-mo 
48. H7 mu 
ua, 79 2,~ri~ lfiU.50 
], 88 1S3 
3.9.5 5,401 
1. 31 49:.! 

4.52 93,094 
3.80 381 

s. 83 --------

Value of all live -----·---------- ----·-··--- 14&, 349, 587 --------- -------­
stock. 

- -·- --·-~·-·---··'-------~----------------~----
l 'l'he number reported is of fowls over 3 months old. The value ls of all, 

old aud young-. 
'lnduding Guinea fowls. 

The value of all live stock on farms, June 1, 1900, waH 
$1415, 349, 587, Of this amount, 44. n per cent represents 
the value of neat cattle other than dairy cows; 25. 2 per 
cent, that of horscR; 12. 9 per cent, thali of swine; 11. 8 

per cent, that of dairy cows; 2. 2 per cent, that of mules; 
1.6 per cent, that of poultry; 1. 2 per mmt, thnt of sheep; 
and o. 2 per cent, that of all other Jive stock. 

At the time of the cmumerntion the prier!s of all lleat 
cattle wert~ 1Jigh owing to the great. demand for beef cattle 
then prevalent. Nearly '70. O per cent of the value of 
animal prodncts in 1899 'was received from the sale of 
live animals. 

No reports were secm·ed of the val uo of live stock not 
on farms, but it is probable that such ~tnimals h:we higher 
average values than those on farms. If the same itvemges 
are allowed, the value of all Jive stank not on fanrn; -ivould 
be $5,420,843, and the total value of live stock in the 



, state, exclusive of poultry and bees not on farms, is 
approximately $150, 770, 430. 

The number of horses two years old and over, kept in 
towns and cities, is more than one-tenth of the number 
used in agricultural operations. Nearly one-half the total 
number of domestic animals in the state are swine, the 
average number per farm being 35. 

CHANGES IN LIVE STOCK ON FARMS. 

The following table shows the changes since 1860 in 
the numbers of the most important domestic animals. 

TABLE 15,-NUMBER OF SPECIFIED DOMESTIC ANIMALS 
ON FARMS : 1860 TO 1900. 

Dairy Other Mules 
YEAR, cows. neat Horses. and Sheep.1 Swine. 

cattle. asses. 

1900 --------------- li12,M4 2,668, 699 795,318 55, 856 835,' 950 4, 128, 000 
1890 --------------- 505, 045 1, G37,5ii2 626, 789 46, 512 209, ~43 3,815, 647 
1880 --------------- 161, 187 597, 868 20·1,864 19, 999 109, 453 1, 241, 724 
1870 --------------- 28, 9,JO 50, 988 30, 511 2, 632 22 725 59, 449 
1860 --------------- 6,995 80, 202 4,449 469 2:355 25, 309 

1 Lambs not included. 

Table 15 shows an uninterrupted progress in the live­
stock industr)'.' for the forty years succcecling 1860. In­
creases from decade to decade are inc1icatec1 in the numbers 
of every olass. From 1890 to 1900 the numbers of do­
mestic animli1s increased as follows : Neat cattle, ot1rnr 
thm1 dairy cows, 62. 7 per cent; sheep, 60. 6 per cent; 
horses, 26. 9 per cent; mules and asses, 20.1 per cent; 
swine, 8.2 per cent; and dairy cows, 1.5 per cent. 'l'he 
·~mall percentage of increase in the number of dairy cows 
is probably due to a difference between the methods of 
enumeration employed in 1890 and 1900. In the latter 
year, doubtless, many milch cows dry at the time of 
enumeration, and cows milked at some time cluring the 
year, though not "kept for milk" primarily, were in­
cluded in the group "cows and heifers not kept for 
milk," while in 1800 the term "dairy cows" was less 
restricted. 'I'he very large perpentage of increase in the 
number of "other neat cattle" is probably due in part to 
the fact that 7 54, 500 calves are included in this class 

' while it is uncertain whether calves were i:eported under 
this head in 1890. 
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.rn comparing the poultry report of. 1900 (see Table 14) 
with that of 1890, it should be borne in mind that in 1900 

the enumerators were instructed to report no fowls under 
three months old, while in 1890 no such limitation was 
made. 'l'his fact explains to a great extent the apparently 
small incl'eases of 6.0 per cent and 0.3 per cent, respec-. 
tively, in the nnmbers of chickens and geese, and the 
decreases of 45. 6 IJer cent rind 20. 7 percent, respectively, 
in the numbers of turkeyA and ducks. The fact that 
nearly twice as many eggs wel'e reported in 1900 as in 
1890 tends to confirm the statement that these decreases 
were only apparent. 

ANIMAL PROD lTCTS, 

Table 16 is a summarized statement of the animal prod-
ucts of agriculture. · 

TABLE 16.-QUANTITIEs AND VALUES oF sPEOIFrn:n 
ANIMAL PRODUO'l'S, AND VALUES OF POUL'l'HY 
RAISED, ANIMALS SOLD, AND ANIMALS SLAUG11· 
'l'ERED ON FARMS, IN 1899. 

PRODUCTS. Unit of measure. Quantity, Vall10. 

Wool. _____ ---------------------·-- Pounds----------- 2, 788, 83U &126 :111 
llhV1air 1Lnd goat hair------------- Pounds----------- 5, so1 1: n; 
M1 k------------------------------- Gallons ___________ 1190, 477, 911 } Ilutter ____________________________ Pouncls.__________ :14, 511>, 1\59 28,5%, 403 
Cheese ---------------------------- Pounds----------- 204, ,130 
Eggs-------------------·----------- Dozens----------- 41, 132, HO 4, 00..~, OO"J 
Pnultry ---------------------------- ---------------·---- -------------- 3, 'JUU, OH Honey _____________________________ Pounds----------- 860, 200 } 
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• f,"' 

z~;;afssold·====================== -=-~~~~~~=========== -------~~~~~~- 49, ll2~: .;,~~ 
Ammals slaughtered------------------------------------------------ ,1, f>O~. ·1"17 

Total ------------------------ -------------------- -------------- 70, 227, ow 

1 Comprises all n1llk pl'Oduced, whether sold, con~ume<l, or made into buttl'r 
or cheese. 

2 Comprises the value of milk sold and consumed, and of butter and chcc>rn 
made. 

The vitlue of the animal prodncts of the state in 18!>0 
was $70,227,060, or 43.2 per cent of the value of all farm 
products, and 56.3 per cent of the gross farm income, 
Of the total value, 69.8 per cent rep1•esents the value of 
animals sold; 6. 4 per cent, that of animals slaughtered 0111 
farms; 12.2 per cent, that of dairy products; 10.8per 
cent, that of poultry and eggs; 0.6 per cent, that of wool, 
mohair, and goat hair; and o. 2 per cent, that of honey 
and'wa:x:. 

ANIMALS SOLD AND ANIMAJ,S SL.AUGITTERED. 

The value of animals sold and animals slaughtered on 
farms in 1899 was $53,530,861, or 42.9 per cent of the 
gross farm incqme. Of all farmers reporting live stock, 
94,486, or 79. 4 per cent, report sales of live animals, tbn 
average receipts per farm being $518. 83. Animals slaugh­
tered are reported by 93, 87 4 farmers, or 78, 9 per cent of 
all those reporting live stock. The average value per farm 
was $48.03. In obtaining these reports, the ennmeratorf1 
were instructed to secure from each farmer a statement of 
the amount received from sales in ::!.899, less the amoun1; 
paid for animals purchased during the year .. 

DAIRY PRODUCTS, 

Of the $8,595,408 given in Table 16 as the value of 
dairy products, $4,137,009, or 48.1 per cent, represent11 
the value of such products consumed on farms, aucl 
$4,458,399, or 51. 9 per cent, the amount realized from 
sales. Of the latter amount, $2, 3 93, 089 was received 
from the sale of 18,236,897 pounds of butter; $1,664,741, 

from 23,492,560 gallons of milk; $379, 188, from 885,056 
gallons of cream; and $21,381, from 214,873 pounds of 
cheese. 

In 1899, 45,701l,648 gallons more milk were producell 
than in 1889, a gain of 31.6 per cent. In the same time 
the amotrnt of butter produced on farms increased 2-l. l 

per cent, while that of cheese pl'ocluced on farms decrettsed 
43.0 per cent. Lancaster county leads in the production 
of milk a.n.d butter, Douglas in sales of milk, and Holt in 
sales of dream; Platte and Pierce counties produce nearly 
one-third of the cheese made on farms in the state. 



POUT,TRY AND EGGS. 

Lancaster, Saline, Saunders, Gage, and Otoe counties 
each reported more than a million dozen eggs produced in 
1899, while the production for the state was 41, 132, 140 
dozens, an increase of 76.5 per cent over that of 1889. 
Of the $7,567,046 given as the value of poultry products, 
53. 8 per cent represents the value of eggs, and 46. 2 per 
cent, that of poultry mised in 1899. 

WOOJ,. 

'l'he production of wool for 1899 was more than double 
that of any previous census year, and more than three 
times as g·reat as in 1889. 'l'he largest quantities reported 
were from Hall, Kimball, Sheridan, and Dawes counties. 
The average weight of fleeces in 1889 was 6.7 pounds, 
and in 1899, 6. 8 pounds. 

HONEY AND WAX. 

In 1900, 12, 130 farmers reported bees. The production 
ofhon,eyfor 1899 was 866,200pounds,16.lpercentmore 
than that of 1889, and that of wax was moi:e than twice 
the quantity reported ten years before. 

HORSES AND DAIRY COWS ON Sl'lWIJ<TEn CLASSES OF FARMS. 

'l'able 1 7 presents, for the leading groups of farms, the 
number of farms reporting horses and dairy cows, the 
total number of these animals, and the average number 
irnr farm. In computing the averages presented, only 
tho8e farms which re.port the kind of stock under consid­
eration are included. 

'!'ABLE 17.-EORSES AND DAIRY COWS ON SPEOIFIED 
GLASSES OF FARMS, JUNE 1, 1900, 

:HORSES, DAIRY OQ'IVS, 

DLABSEB, FaTIDs Average Farms I Average 
report- Number, per report- Number. per 

ing. farm. ing. fa.rm. 

---
Total-------- 116, 129 795,318 6.8 105, 918 512,544 4.8 

Wh!lo fn.rme1·s _____ 115,m 793, 316 6.9 105, 821 512, 292 4.8 
Colored farmers ___ 1, 972 6,2 92 252 2. 7 

0 wners '---------- 72, 725 544,202 7.5 68, 854 369, 673 5,4 
~lanugers __________ 1, 026 18,5G4 18.1 819 •l,25G 5.2 
Cash ternmta ------ 10, 952 63, 611 5.8 9, 620 42, 436 4.4 
Share ten nnts ----- 31, 42G 168, 9•Jl 5.4 26, 620 96, 179 3, 6 

Under 20 ncres ____ 2, 641 7,0·16 2.7 2,288 5,618 2.5 
:!O to 99 u cres ------ 20,818 77,•m8 3.7 17, 060 50, 993 3.0 
100 to 17 4 ncres ____ 45,02fl 238, H57 5.3 •10,822 170, 350 4,2 
H:i to 259 ncres ---- 17, 460 121, 1~8 6.9 16,814 89, 218 5.a :wo acres and over_ 30, 179 351, 289 11.6 ,28, 929 196, 370 6. 8 

---·--- -------"- - --~-·-··-- ------··- -·---
llay nnd grain ---- 56, 042 322, 956 5.8 48, 992 197,843 4.0 
Y€gctable --------- 8·15 3, 173 3.8 567 1,411 2.5 
Ymit ----------·- 176 1i2l 3,Q 134 318 2.4 Live •tock _______ :: 52, 705 435, 357 8,3 50,401 277, 869 5, 5 
na iry _ ------------- 2, (\75 lf>, 563 5,6 2,833 28, 611 8. 3 )Jiseelhmeous2 ____ 3,686 17, 748 4.8 2, 986 11,492 3.8 

-----------! Inaluding "part owners" und "owners nnd tenants." 
-Including florists' establishments and nurseries. 

9 

CROPS. 

The following table gives the stati~tics of the principal 
crops of 1899. 
TABr,E 18.-ACREAGES, QUANTITIES, AND VALUES OF 

THE PRINOIP AL FARM CROPS IN 1899. 

OROPS. Aeres. Unit of 
measure. Qunntity. Vnlue. 

------------1-·--·---1----· --·--- ------.. 
Corn------------------------ 7, 335, 187 Bushels___ 210, 974, 740 
Wheat ---------------------- 2, 538, 949 Bushels___ 24, 924, 520 
Oats------------------------- 1, 924, 827 Bushels___ 58, 007, 1•10 I 
Barley---------------------- 92, 098 Bushels___ 2, 034, 910 
Rye------------------------- 178, 920 Bushels___ 1, ~01, 820 
Buclcwhent ----------------- 9BO Bushels___ s, 629 
Flaxseed____________________ 7, 652 Bushels___ 54, 894 
Kafir corn ------------------ 742 Bushels___ 13, 607 
Clover seed _________________ ------------ Bushels___ 8, lti6 
Grass seed ------------------ ------------ Bnshels___ 41, 816 
Hny and forage_____________ 2, 823, 652 Tons______ 3, 517, 495 
Chicory_____________________ 124 Pounds___ 1, 314, 000 
Tobacco -------------------- 14 Pmmas___ 5, 7G5 
HemP----------------------- 688 Pounds___ 305, 400 
Hops------------------------------------ Pounds___ 50 
Broom corn_________________ 6, 627 Pounds___ 2, 733, 2UO 
Peanuts_____________________ 11 Bnshols___ 221 
Dry benns------------------- 887 Bushels___ ?, 669 
Dry pease___________________ 120 Bushels___ 1, 586 
Poto.toes -------------------- 79, 901 Bushels___ 7, 817, 438 
Sweet potatoes______________ Ml Bushels___ 48, 224 
Onions _______________ ------- 488 Bushels___ 84, 628 
Miscellaneous yegetables___ 34, 0-14 ------------ --------------
8orghnm cane-------------- 4, 778 Tons______ 1~2,so2 
Sorghum sirup ______________ ------------ G!tllons___ 92, 41:1 
Sugar bce!.'l ----------------- 8, 6tl2 T011s______ 62, 470 
Small fruits_________________ 1, 171 ------------ --------------
Grapes---------------------- 12, 7Gll Centnls ___ 31, 710 
Orchard fruits-------------- 110,1, ,186 Bushels ___ --------------
Nuts------------------------ ------------ ------------ --------------
Forest products _____________ ------------ ------------ --------------
!'lowers and 1il11nts_________ 80 ------------ --------------
Seeds _________________ .. _____ 2, 276 ------------ --------------
Nursery products----------- 1, 594 ------------ --------------
i\Iisoellaneous -------------- 1, 719 ------------ --------------

------- ---·-I·----
Total ----------------- 15, 153, 956 ------------ --------------

• l!:stlmated from number of vines or trees, 
'Including value of raisins, wine, etc. 
s111cludi11g value of cfder, vinegar, etc. 

$51, 251, 21:1 
11, 877, 3.Ji 
11, 333, 39H 

545,43~ 
712, 7511 

5, 109 
53, 793 
5, IHU 

37, B3~ 
32, 450 

11, 230, 9Ul 
4, 057 

510 
10, 752 

4 
106, 252 

256 
12, 805 
2,0·11 

1, 734, GG6 
27, gaa 
55, 159 

1, 383, 170 
41, 82'1 
82, \JDS 

2221 ~ms 
98, mo 

~74, 707 
"684, 751 

1,595 
412, 746 
142, 686 
77,495 

23•1, 033 
23, 206 

92, 409,326 

The total number of acres devoted to crops in 1899 was 
15,153,956 and the total value $92,469,32U. Of these 
items, the major portion was contributed by cereals, aucl 
hay and forage. Of the total acreage, 79. 7 per cent was 
devoted to cereals, including Kafir corn, and 18. 6 per cent 
to hay and forage. Of the total value, 81. 9 per cent is 
the value of cereals, including Kafir corn, and 12.1 per 
cent that of hay and forage. The percentages of the total 
value furnished by the remaining crops are as :follows : 
Vegetables, including potatoes, sweet potatoes, and onions, 
3. 5 per cent; fruits, nuts, and forest products, 1. 4 per 
cent; and all other products, 1.1 per cent. 

The average valiies per acre of the various crops were 
as follows: Flowers and plants, $1, 658. 56; onions, 
urn.03; small fruits, $83.82; vegetables, including sweet 
potatoes, $40. 80 ; potatoes, $21. 71 ; cereals, including lfafir 
com, $6. 27 ; and hay and forage, $3. 98. The crops yield­
ing ·the highest returns per acre were grown upon very 
highly improved land. Their production, therefore, re­
quired a relatively great amount of labor and large expend­
itures for fertilizers. 
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.CEREALS. 

Table 19 is an exhibit of the changes in cereal produc­
tion since 1859. 

TA.BLE 19.-ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION OF CEREALS: 
1859 TO 1890. 

PART 1.-ACREAGE. 

YEAR.1 Barley. Buck- Corn. Oat~. Rye. Wheat. ,whea.t. 

1899 ------ 92, 098 980 7, 335, 187 1, 924, 827 178, 920 2, 538, 949 
1889 ------ 82, 500 15, 358 5,480,279 1,503, 515 81, 372 798, 855 1879 ______ 115, 201 1, 666 1, 630,660 250, 457 34, 297 1, 469, 865 

1 No statistics of acreage were secured prior to 1879. 

PART 2.-BUSHELS PRODUCED. 

1899 ------ 2, 034, 910 8,629 210, 974, 740 58, 007, 140 1, 901, 820 24, 924, 520 
1889 ------ J, 822, 111 120,000 15, 895, 996 43, 3,18, 6·!0 1,085, 083 10, 571, 059 1879 ______ 1, 7'14, 686 17,562 65, 450, rn5 6, 55ii, 875 421, 318 13, 847, 007 
1869 ------ 216, 481 3,471 4, 736, 710 1, 477,562 13, 532 2 125 086 
1859 ------ 1, 108 12,224 1, 482,080 74, 502 2,495 'H7:867 

The middle of the last century marked the opening of 
great areas of land in the West, well adapted to the culti­
vation· of cereals, and since that time there has been a 
steady increase in their production. 

The total area devoted to cereals has increased from 
3,502,146 acres in 1879 to 12,070,961 acres iu 1899. The 
acreage in corn in 1899 was ovet· four times as great as 
that in 1879. During ·the same period the area under 
wheat increased 72. 7 per cent, and that under oats became 
nearly eight times as large as in 1879. The acreage 
devoted to rye was over five times as ,large in 1899 as in 
1879, but, in the same time, that of barley decreased 20. l 
per cent. 

As shown in the second part of the table, larger crops 
of corn, wheat, oats, rye, and barley were grown in 1899 

than during any l)l'evious year, while the largest yield of 
buckwheat was in 1889. 

Corn, oats, and rye were most extensively raised in the 
eastern part. of the state. In the production of corn, 
which was reported in 1899 in every county, Gage and 
Saunders counties led with more than 8,000,000 bushels 
each. The crop of oats, which in 1899 was an important 
crop in nearly every county, amounted in Seward, Gage, 
Butler, Platte, and York counties to 2,000,000 bushels 
each. Rye was also mised in most of the counties, the 
largest returns coming from :Merrick, Boone, and York 
counties, respectively. Of barley, which was generally 
cultivated, especially in the northeast section of the state, 
York county reported the greatest production. Wheat 
was produced, with few exceptions, throughout the stitte. 
Clay and Adams counties gave the .largest yields, each 
reporting more than 1,000,000 bushels for 1899. 

Kaiir corn was reported in 1900 by 125 farmers, who 
had a total of 7 42 acres, with a yield of 13, 607 bushels. 

HAY AXI> FORAGE. 

In 1900, 84, 849 farmers, or 69. 8 pe1· cent of the total 
number, reported hay and forage crops. Exclusive of corn­
stalks, an average yield of 1.2 tons per acre was.obtained. 
The total area in hay and forage for 1899 was 2, 823, 652 

ac1·es, or 14. 7 per cent greater than ten ·years before. Of 
this acreage, 79. 6 per cent, or 2, 248, 927 acres, producccl 
2,416,468 tons of wild, salt, and prairie grasses. The 
acreages and yields of the various other kiu<ls of hay ancl 
forage were as follows : Millet and Hungarian gras1<es, 
191,347 acres and 357,356 tons; alfalfa or lucern, 115,142 
acres ancl 275,334 tons; clover, 42,447 acres and 72,'l,t7 

tons; other tame and cultivated grasses, IJ2,895 acres aml 
143,109 tons; grains cut green for hay, 42,066 acros and 
54,269 tons; crops grown for forage, 90,828 acres and 
183,097 tons; and cornstalks, 15,143 acres and 10,11& 

tons. 
In Table 18 the production of cornstalks is inoludcll 

1111der "hay and fornge," but the acreage is included urn1m· 
"corn," as the forage secured was only an inciclrmtal 
product of the land devoted to the corn crop. 

BROOM CORN. 

In 1899 the cultivation of broom corn was reported by 
270 farmers, who used 6,627 acres in the production of 
2,733

1
290 pounds of broom corn, valued at $106,2.52. 

This output shows a decrease of 3, 781,473 pouncla, or 
58.0 per cent, sine~ 1890. More than one-half of the 
total product of the state in 1899 was grown in the thn•e· 
counties of Cass, Polk, and Saunders. 

l!'LAX. 

Flax was grown. in 1899 by 245 farmers, the area em­
ployed being 7, 652 acres, and the yield 54, 394 bushels of 
seed, valued at $53, 793. r .. arge decreases are shown for 
the past ten years, the acreage of 1899 being only about 
one-twentieth of that reported in 1889, wl+ile the produc­
tion is but one-twenty-fifth as great. 'I'he average yi11ltl 
per acre dropped from 8.5 busb:el13 of seed in 1889 to ~i.1 
bushels in 1899. The average area per farm reporting in 
1899 was 31.2 acres, and the average value of crops, $2)!0. 

Of the total acreage, about three-fourths lies in the 1~x­
treme northeastern counties of Dixon, Cedar, Burt, Tlnus­
ton, Wayne, and Knox, ranking in the order named. 

ORCHARD l!'RUITS. 

'I'he changes in orchard fruits since 1890 are shown in 
the following table. 

TABLE 20.-0ROHARD TREES AND FRUITS: 1800 AND 1900. 

NUMBER OF TREES. BUSF.!EJ.s 01' FHU!T. 

FRUITS, 1---·-----1-----,------
1900. 1890. 1S99. 1889, 

----------1----1----- ------
Apples--------------------------
Apricots-----------------------­
Cherries ------------------------
Peae\1es.------------------------l 1efLl'S ___ ,...,. ______________________ _ 
Plums and prunes _____________ _ 

s, 877, 329 
27, 881 

607, 017 
1,055, \l59 

58, 0-17 
5,12, 450 

1,283, 367 
3, 21)0 

175,9H 
144, 701 

6,31a 
227, 129 

I, 343,497 
ass 

54, 017 

8,'11\~ l 9i9 
42, 314 

Most of the fruit trees in Ne bra.ska are grown in t1w 
southeastern portion of the state below the Platte lUver. 
In the last decade there has been a gain of 4,399,41'1 in 
the total number of fruit trees, which increased from 
1, 840, 7 04 to 6, 240, 118 in that time. About three-fifths. 
of this gain represents the increase in apple trees, the mun­
ber of which in 1900 was more than three times as great. 



as that of ten years before. Otoe, Richardson, and Cass 
counties reported the largest number of these trees. 
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The number of peach trees has increased more than six­
fold during the decade, forming 7. 9 per cent of the total 
number of orchard trees in 1890, and 16. 9 per cent in 
190,0. The largest numbers were grown in Gage and 
Nemaha counties. Since 1890 cherry trees have increased 
in number nearly two and a half times, plum and prune 
trees have more than doubled, and pear and apricot trees 
each have gained approximately eightfold. 

In addition to the number of trees given in 'l,able 20, 

unclassified fruit trees to the number of 71,485 were re­
ported, with a yield of 6, 130 bushels of fruit. 

'l'he total value of the orchard products in 1899 was 
$684,751, which includes the value of 5,212 barrels of 
cider, 2,163 barrels of vinegar, and 30,240 pounds of dried 
and evaporated fruits. 

Since the quantity of fruit produced in any year is 
determined largely by the nature of the season, compari­
rions between the crops of the different years have little 
significance. 

SMALL FRUITS. 

The total area used in the cultivation of small fruits in 
1899 was 1,171 acres, distributed among 7,690 farms. 
The value of the fruit grown was $98, 159, an average of 
$12. 76 per farm. The acreages and production of the 
various berries were as follows: Strawberries, 369 acres 
and 408,350 quarts; raspberries and Logan berries, 230 

acres and 232,580 quarts; gooseberries, 192 acres and 
189,680 quarts; blackberries and dewberries, 152 acres 
and 157,880 quarts; currants, 161 acres and 162,880 

quarts; and all other berries, 67 acres and 60,260 quarts. 

VEGETABLES. 

The value of all vegetables grown in the state in 1899, 

including potatoes, sweet potatoes, and onions, was 
$3, 201, 228. Of this amount 54. 2 per cent represents the 
value of Irish potatoes. This important crop was re­
ported by 80,607 farmers, or 66.3 per cent of the total 
number in the state. In addition to the land devoted to 
potatoes and onions 34, 044 acres were used in the grow­
ing of miscellaneous vegetables. Froni 21,160 acres of 
this a.rea the products were not reported in detail. Of 
the remaining 12, 884 acres, concerning which detailed 
reports were received, 6, 219 acres were devoted to sweet 
corn; 2,216, to watermelons; 1,430, to cabbages; 914, 
to tomatoes; 749, to cucumbers; 653, to muskmelons; 
238, to beets; 122, to squashes; 104, to celery; 94, to 
pumpkins; and 145, to other vegetables. 

SUGAR BEETS. 

Though the sugar-beet industry began only in the last 
decade in Nebraska, it is rapidly becoming an important 
bmnch of agriculture. 

In 1899, 535 farmers devoted to this crop an area of 
8,662 acres, an average of 16.2 acres per farm. The total 
production was 62,470 tons of beets, an average yield of 
7.2 tons per acre, and the total value was $222,258, an 
average of $415 per farm, $26 per acre, and $3. 56 per ton. 

Of the 90 counties in the state, 41 report the production 
of sugar beets. Dodge, Hall, Madison, and JY,lerrick, rank­
ing in the order named, reported 7 7. 7 per cent of the total 
acreage. 

SORGHUM CANE. 

Sorghum cane was grown by 1, 791 farmers in 1899, 
4, 778 acres being devoted to its cultivation, an average of 
2. 7 acres for each farm repbrting. 'l'he producers sold 
12,802 tons of cane for $41,824, and from the remaining 
product manufactured 92,413 gallous of sirup, valued at 
$32, 993. In spite of a decrease in acreage of 61. 8 per 
cent since 1889, the total valne of the sorghum-cane prod­
ucts amounted to $74,817, an average of $42 for each farm 
reporting. The average yield per acre of the sirup was 
19. 3 gallons, and the average value per gallon, $0. 36. 

The crop was distributed over 78 counties in the state, 
Je:ffetson county, with 445 acres, having the largest area 
under cultivation. 

FLORICULTURE. 

The area devoted to the cultivation of flowers ancl orna­
mental plants in 1899 was 86 acres, and the value of the 
products sold therefrom was $142, 636. These flowers and 
plants were grown by 73 farmers and florists, 38 of whom 
made commercial floriculture their principal business. 

These 38 proprietors reported greenhouses with a glass 
surface of 393,205 square feet. The capital invested in 
land, buildings, implements, and live stock was $248,805, 
of which $121,350 represented the value of buildings. 
Their sales of flowers and plants amounted to $125, 910, and 
of other products to $1,370, making an average value of 
$3, 349 for each farm reporting. 'l'hey expended $21, 120 

for labor, and $580 for fertilizers. The average gross in­
come per acre was $528_. 13. 

In addition to the 38 principal comme1·cial florists' estab­
lishments, 173 farms and market gardens made ul!le of glass 
in the propagation of flowers, plants, or vegetables. 'rhey 
bad an area under glass of l87, 786 square feet, making, 
with the 294, 904 square feet belonging to the florists' estab­
lishments, a total of 482, 690 square feet. 

NURSERIES. 

The total value of the nursery stock sold in 1899 was 
$234, 033, reported by the operators of 83 farms and nurs­
eries, 44 of whom derived their principal income from 
the nursery business. The latter had 3,975 acres of land, 
valued at $219, 690; buildings, $66, 810 ; implements and 
machinery, $7,085; and live stock, ili9,325. 'l,heir total 
gross . income was $243,258, of which $228,408 was 
derived from the sale of trees, shrubs, and plants, and 
$14,850 from the sale of other farm products. The ,ex­
penditure for labor was $65, 040, and that for fertilizers, 
$280. '.rhe average gross income was $5, 528 :for each 
farm reporting, and the average gross income per ac1·e, . 
$61. 20. 

LABOR AND FERTII,IZERS. 

The total expenditure for labor on farn1s in 1899, in­
cluding the value of board furnished, was $7,399,160, an 
average of $61 per farm. The average was highest for 
the most intensively cultivated farms, being $1,478 for 



nur1eries, $556 for florists' establishments, $212 :for sugar 
farms, $81 for live-stock farms, $49 for vegetable farms, 
$46 for fruit farms, $45 for hay and grain farms, and $35 
for dairy farms. "Managers" expended on an average, 
$698 per farm; "owners," $56; "cash tenants," $55; 
and "share tenants," $36. White farmers expended $61 
})er farm, and colored farmers, $7. 
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Fertilizers purchased in 1809 cost $153,080, an average' 
of over one dollar per farm, almost eight times the itmonnt 
expended in 1890. The average expenditure was $15 foi• 
florists' establishments, $7 for vegetable farms, $6 for 
nurseries, $4 for sugar farms, and $1 for hay and grain, 
live-stock, and dairy farms. 

IRRIGATION STATISTICS. 

Nebraska, having an extreme length from east, to west 
of 450 miles, lies in two distinct regions-one humid and 
the other arid. East of the one hundredth meridian the 
rainfall is usually sufficient for the successful cultivation 
of all crops, although some extensive irrigation systems 
have been established in this section, 31,805 acres having 
been irrigated there in 1899. 

The western or arid portion of the state is typical of the 
Great Plains country. The rainfall is variable, but always 
deficient, and the snowfall usually light, while the climate 
is generally hot in summer and cold in winter. It is in 
this section of the state that irrigation has reached its 
greatest development. 

The Platte, Kansas, and Niobrara rivers, draining por­
tions of the arid region, furnish the water supply for 
practically all the irrigation systems. Nearly 00 per cent of 
the irrigated area of the state is found within the drainage 
basin of the Platte. This stream has two heads high np 
in the Rockies in Colorado, the North Fork flowing north­
ward into Wyoming, and thence, in a general easterly 
direction, into Nebraska. The South Fork, after follow­
ing a general easterly course through Colorado, flows 
through Nebraska for a distance of 80 miles to its junction 
with the North Fork at North Platte, · 

'rhe valley of the North Platte is deep and broad and 
surrounded by wide areas of table-lands, smooth or very 
gently rolling, and sloping toward the east. The slopes 
along the sides of the river are irregular, changing from 
broad flat lands, lying nearly level with the river, to 
terraces rising to a height of 200 feet. Back of these 
terraces are the high, steep-sided table-lands. 'l'hc flow of 
the North Platte is greater and more constant than that of 
the South Platte; so much water being diverted from the 
latter in Colorado, that its channel in Nebraska is dry for 
a port; on of the year. In the fertile valley through which 
the North PlA,tte flows in Scotts Bluff, Cheyenne, Deuel 
mid Keith counties, several large canals have been con~ 
strncted and irrigation has been extensively developed. 
Bc:ow the junction of the North and South Platte, the 
mam stream oont1·ibutes water to some of the largest and 
most important irrigation systems in the state. 

'l'he counties. in southwestern Nebraska bordering on 
Kansas are dramed by the Republican River, a tributary 
of the Kansas. This stream has its sources in the Colorado 
plains and is intermittent in flow. In 1890 about 9,000 

acres were irrigated from ditches supplied by the Republican 
and its tributaries. 

Some irrigation development has taken plaoe in the ex­
treme northwestern part of the state along the W11itc 
River ancl its branches. Most of the. ditches are small aurl 
of private ownership. 

Niobrara River, a stream of considerable importanm!, 
rises in the Pine Ridge in northwestern N ebraslrn, arn1 
flows across the northern tier of counties into the Missonl'i 
at Niobrara. It has a fall of about three feet to tlw 
mile and its valley is rarely more than one-half milo iu 
wiclth with regular slopes and an elevation of about ·100 
feet above the North Platte. rrhroughout the gl'eater part 
of the year there is witter in the channel of this str1!:1111. 
In 1899 the ditches cliverting water from the Niobmra 
River irrigated 7,317 acres. 

The collection of statistics relating to irrigation in N1~· 
braska has been attended with considemble difficulty. 
The year of 1890 was one of severe drouths, and, owing 
to the scarcity of the water supply, many of the dit!lhes 
were abandoned or operated only during the early por1~io11 
of the season. In many sections of the state, crops wbieh 
received but one irrigation were not reported Ly tlw 
enumerator as irrigated, and it is exceedingly prob:1bh~ 

that a very large acr~:ige of land parth1lly irrigated is not 
included in the census report. In the same manner many 
irrigation systems which were not succoAsfully operated in 
the census year have been omitted from the reports. 

The following table gives, by comities, an exhibit uf 
the number of irrigators and the acreages irrigated in 181lll 
and 1889. 

TABLE A.-NUMBER OF IRRIGATORS, AND ACRES mru­
GATED, BY COUN'l'IES: 1899 AND 1889. 

OOUNTIES. 

The State-------------------------

NUMBER OF 
lRRIGATOllS. 

1899, 1889. 

---
1, 9~2 214 

--------
20 (1) 

1G2 36 
105 12 
338 (1) 
101 4 

63 4 
21 (1) 
73 6 
21 11 

200 87 

4.6 (1) 
31 3 

291 70 
50 23 

415 R 

l :N'o irrig"t!on reported in 1889, 

.A.ORES mRIGA~rt;u, 

1899, lSSU. 

---- --"-.--~ 

HS,538 11,7H 
=;:..:::::..·:-.:;;:::_~ 

1, 398 (I) 
21,288 U1 HH 
4,027 ~'tii 

20, 097 (I) 
11, 79,j 12:, 

4,552 ·H 
2,218 (l) 2~0 12, 646 
4,226 rn 

22, 508 11,0·!9 

1,488 (ll 
1,642 I'.? 

29,244 ~!, 753 
1,41l8 l.,316 

10,0l!ll '231 
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In the decade from 1889 to 1899, the number of farmers 
who hrigated all or a portion of their land increased more 
than eight times, while the total acreage irrigated in the 
state was nearly thirteen times as great in 1899 as in 1889. 
Deuel county records the greatest relative gains in both 
the number of irrigators and the number of acres irrigatecl, 
the former having increased twenty-fourfold and the latter 
ninety-threefold. Dawson county has the largest number 
of il'l'igators, while Scotts Bluff county reports the greatest 
acreage irrigated in 1899. 

An examination of the above table indicates that irriga­
tion is being ~xtenclecl over widely distributed areas. It 
is probable t1iat, as its benefits are more fully appreciatecl, 
the construction of irrigation 1::1ystems will rapidly follow 
in all sections where water in sufficient quantities can be 
diverted without involving too great expense. 

'l'able B presents the statistics of the crops grown on 
irrigated land in 1899. For purposes of comparison 
between the irrigated and unirrigated crops of the state, 
the figures should .be used in connection with those in 
Table 18. Table C •gives, by counties, the value of the 
irrigated crops of 1899. 

TABLE :S.-ACREAGE AND YIELD OF OROPS PRODUOED 
ON IRRIGATED LAND IN 1899. 

CROP, 

Corn-----------------------------------------­
Wheat---------------------------------------­
Oats -------------------------------------------
R~~~!:::::::::::::~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

Acres. 

SS, 078 
14, 143 
5,090 

940 
741 

Unit of 
measure. 

Bushels __ _ 
Bushels __ _ 
Bushels __ _ 
Bushels __ _ 
Bushels __ _ 

Quantity, 

973, 428 
185, 481 
100, 070 
20, 920 
8, 346 

Buckwheat------------------------------------ 10 
Grass seed-----------------------------------------------

Bushels __ _ 160 
750 

57, 898 
1 478 

58: 665 

Wlld, salt~ or prairie grasses------------------ 4.7, 890 
1!lllet ana Hungarian grasses----------------- 868 
Alfalfa and lucern ---------------------------- 22, 172 

Rush els __ _ 
Tons _____ _ 
'l'ons _____ _ 
'fans _____ _ 

Clover-----------------------------------------Other tame and cultivated grasses ___________ _ 
Grains cut green for hay----------------------

b~n~:a~so~-~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

~~r~;~~~~~~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
scellaneous vegetables--------------------· 

~tr~i¥~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

4. 7 Tons _____ _ 
206 'l'ons _____ _ 
892 'l'ons _____ _ 
417 Tons _____ _ 
126 Bushels __ _ 

73 
347 

1,407 
705 
922 

1, 07~ ~:~~1=== 95, m 
68 Bushels___ 111 717 

651 ------------ ------------

2 Bushele___ 23 
7 Oen ta ls___ 25 

1, 234 Bushels___ 8, 283 
64 Quarts____ 71, 680 

TABLE <l.·-VALUE OF CROPS PRODUCED ON IRRIGATED 
I,AND IN 1899, BY OOUNTIES. 

OOUN'rIES. All crops. Hay and Cereals. Ve~e- Orchard Small Other 
forage. tab es. fruits. fruits. crops. 

--------------
The State'-- $982, 615 $488, 528 S.105, 806 $75, 125 $2, 083 $.5, 918 85, 155 

= ------------
Buffalo ------ 10, 609 5,080 4, 700 860 5 24 ____ .,. ...... 
Cheyenne ____ 125, 832 103, 224 18, 556 S, 919 13 120 --------Dawes ------- 29, 112 23, 215 1, 846 8,914 19 118 --------Dawson------ 155, 507 14, 591 182, 953 6,508 808 652 ----.----Deuel __ :_ _____ 

61,888 20, 687 38, 516 2,486 1 248 --------
Dnndy ------- 26,151 19, 811 5, 014 1,297 2 27 --------Holt--------- 4,411 200 3, 978 233 ----110- --------Keith -------- 44,628 29, 080 14, 156 1,266 ------15- --------Kim ball ----- 31,434 30, 786 576 122 

--1~osir ------54 Lincoln ______ 152,055 50, 076 92, 900 7,285 ---·-535-
Platte ________ S,972 298 1, 054 2,506 102 -----str 12 Red willow ___ 10,589 8, 000 4, 927 2,531 96 ---4;99-Scotts Bluff __ 220,297 141, 256 !i2, 225 11, 581 4 289 Sioux ________ 

32,832 25, 010 5, 791 1, 145 20 866 --------Other conn-
0 

ties _______ 
73,740 22, 264 18, 614 29,522 872 2,899 6 9 

'Exclusive of Indian reservations. 

Of the irrigated lands, 129, 7 26 acres produced crops, and 
18, 802 acres were used for pasture only. The total value 
of all crops produced on irrigated land was $982,615, an 
average of $7. 57 per acre. Of the total crop area irrigated, 
55. 9 per cent was in hay and forage; the output was valued 
at $428, 5 28, or 48. 7 per cent of the total value of irrigated 
crops. 

Table D presents, by counties, the principal statistics 
relating to the canals and ditches receiving water from 
streams by gravity. 

TABLE D.-LENGTH, AND COST OF CONSTRUCTION, OF 
MAIN CANALS AND DITCHES RECEIVING WATER 
FROM STREAMS BY GRAVITY. 

COST OF CONSTRUCTION, 

COUNTIES: 
Miles 

of Per acre ditch. Total. Per mile. irrigatpd 
in 1809. 

The State----------------------- 1, 701 1 $1, 276, 978 $750. 72 •57.43 

Buffalo _______________________________ 
10 4,352 435. 20 8, 14 

Cheyenne -------------------·-------- 152 83, 029 546.24 8.91 
Dawes-------------------------------- 182 39, 208 297. 03 9.78 
DawRon ------------------------------ 180 199, 075 1, 105. 07 9.~2 

DeueL-------------------------------- 110 67, 140 610. 36 5. 70 

Dundy ------------------------------- 42 38, 655 920. 36 8.52 
Halt--------------------------------- lS • 22, 010 1, 693. 08 10.00 
Keith-------------------------------- 97 122, 219 1, 259. 99 9.67 
Kim ball _____ ------------------------- 20 32, 321 1, 292. 84 7.65 
Lincoln ------------------------------ 282 142, 567 505. 56 •• 89 

Platte -------------------------------- 17 190, 600 11, 211. 76 C"l 
Redwillow ---------------"---------- 20 12, 156 607. 80 8. 05 Scotts Bluff ___________________________ 179 237, 161 1, 324, 92 8.12 
Siaux--------------------------------- 84 7 899 94.51 5.62 All other counties ____________________ 358 78: 586 219. 51 8.10 

1 Includes the Great Eastern Canal System which cost srno,oqo, aud was 
planned to cover 205,000 acres. Irrigation from this system was nominal in 1899. 

•Does not include cost of Great Eastern Cima! System. 
a Water supplied principally by Great Eastern Canal System. 

The cost of construction per mile of ditch in N ebmska 
is high in comparison .with other sections having a similar 
topography. This is explained by the fact that many of 
the systems are of large dimensions, and the number of 
small ditches of private ownership is fewer in proportion 
to the number of irrigators than in other Western states. 
It is probable that the cost of many large canals has been 
reported in excess of the amount actually expended. The 
large streams fl.ow in narrow valleys considerably below 
the surface of the plain, and in order to get the water out 
upon broad areas, canals of great length arc required. 
This also explains the small number· of acres-82 irri­
gated per mile of ditch. 

While no comprehensive investigation has been made 
of the state's geological structure to ascertain .the prospects 
for underground water, Prof. N. H. Darton of the Geo­
logical Survey has made a report based on Nebraskan field­
work in 1897. His investigation was made of the Tegion 
west of the one hundred and third meridian, and included 
the counties of Scotts Bluff, Banner, Cheyenne, Box­
butte, Dawes, Kimball, and Sioux, comprising an area of 
7, 400 square miles. The report states that the relations 
of underground waters there present a variety of features, 
there being large supplies at moderate depths in many 
localities, while in others the amount of water within 
reach of the average farmer is so small as to l!eriously 



interfere with the settlement of very extensive areas. 
Thie has been the case particularly where large volumes 
of water were needed for cattle. In the flats adjoining 
the river in the Platte Valley, and in the Lodgepole Val­
ley, a good supply of water can usually be obtained from 
wells varying in depth from ten to forty feet; on the 
table-lands on either side of the Lodgepole, large volumes 
are secured at depths ranging from one hundred and fifty 
to three hundred feet. In the Niobrara Valley water is 
obtained from shallow wells in the narrow strips of allu-
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vial deposits near the river, while back on the table-lands, 
a ·plentiful supply is found at depths ranging from fifty to 
three hundred feet. In the sand hills water accumulates 
in basins at moderate depths so that shallow wells ordina­
rily obtain satisfactory supplies. 

Where the well system is employed, water is pumped 
by windmills into reservoirs and thence diverted to the 
areas cultivated. In 1899, 843 acres were irrigated in 
this manner, nearly half of the area being located in the 
region described above. 


